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Weekly Reader content is carefully designed to build students’
knowledge in a systematic progression throughout the year and
into subsequent grades, growing in complexity and vocabulary.
Each issue is built on a firm foundation of skills called the

21 Concepts of Comprehension.® Each Concept reinforces
comprehension and ensures that students construct

meaning as they read.

TOPIC NATIONAL STANDARD* CONCEPT OF COMPREHENSION
September Web Extra: The Story of Johnny Appleseed

At the Zoo NSES: Characteristics of organisms Vocabulary in context
School NCSS: Individuals, groups, and institutions Explicit information
Apples NSES: Life cycle of organisms Sequence

School Rules NCSS: Civic ideals and practices Character

October Web Extra: The Story of Christopher Columbus

Nocturnal Animals NSES: Characteristics of organisms Vocabulary in context
Fire Safety NSES: Personal health Drawing conclusions
Fall NSES: Changes in Earth and sky Main idea

Helpers NCSS: People, places and environments Compare and contrast
November Web Extra: The Story of Squanto

Thanksgiving NCSS: Time, continuity, and change Genre

Healthy Habits NSES: Personal health Drawing conclusions
Animals NSES: Characteristics of organisms Setting

Food Pyramid

NSES: Personal health

Digital Editions

WR Digital Editions are FREE

with your subscription, and the
first issue each month is filled with
exciting multimedia features,
including videos and slide shows.
Read about your digital editions
at www.weeklyreader.com/k.

Classify and categorize

Explicit Information

December/January Web Extra: The Story of Martin Luther King Jr.
Penguins NSES: Life cycle of organisms

Holidays NCSS: Culture Main idea
Winter NSES: Changes in Earth and sky

Martin Luther King Jr.

February/March
Groundhog Day
Dental Health
Presidents’ Day
Look at a Map

April Web Extra: National Poetry Month
Plants NSES: Life cycle of organisms

Spring NSES: Changes in Earth and sky

Weather NSES: Changes in Earth and sky

Earth Day NSES: Organisms and environments
May/June Web Extra: Super Summer Reading
Insects NSES: Characteristics of organisms

Sun NSES: Objects in the sky

Time NCTM: Measurement

Summer Safety

NCSS: Civic ideals and practices

Fact and opinion
Cause and effect

Web Extra: A Letter to Abraham Lincoln

NSES: Characteristics of organisms
NSES: Personal health

NCSS: Power, authority, and governance
NCSS: People, places and environments

NSES: Personal health

*NSES—National Science Education Standards; NCSS—National Council for the Social Studies;
NCTM—National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
Note: All topics and skills are subject to change at the editor’s discretion.
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